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conqueror and celebrated a triumph as 'Parthicus Maximus* or
as Tersicus MaximusV
The return of the European contingents seemed to have re-
moved the worst danger on the Rhine and on the Danube; but an
ambitious campaign was prepared against the Alemanni. On this
occasion Pannonia furnished most of the recruits, who were
collected on the Upper Rhine in 234. Their training was entrusted
to C. Julius Verus Maximinus. The Rhine army was strengthened
by detachments from other legions; besides the II Parthica
from Italy, special contingents of light-armed auxiliaries were
dispatched; these had returned from the East with Severus
Alexander. In the same year the Emperor, again accompanied by
his mother, proceeded to join his army, which was concentrated at
Mainz. The passage over the Rhine had already been secured by
a' pontoon bridge2. But instead of giving battle Alexander, still
swayed by the Augusta, began to negotiate. He hoped to maintain
peace by cash-payments. But in this policy he failed to take into
account the fighting spirit of his troops, who misconstrued his
conduct as cowardice and who also perhaps thought that the
Roman money would be better expended on themselves. Dislike
for Mamaea with her supposed avarice, and antipathy towards
an emperor who could never show a will of his own, led to a revolt.
The Pannonian recruits proclaimed their commander Maximinus
as emperor. In vain did Severus Alexander hope for the support
of the other troops, especially those from the East. When Maxi-
minus advanced against him he found himself deserted, and in
mid-March 235 he was killed in Vicus Britannicus (Bretzenheim
near Mainz). His mother shared the same fate.
They both fell victims to those forces in which the founder of
the dynasty had seen the surest defence of his house, and they
paid with their lives for the failure of their attempt to reach the
goal of the first Severus by other means than his. The plan of
serving the interests of the Empire and of the dynasty by winning
the support of the upper classes for a regime based on military
supremacy was bound to fail if it did not succeed in mastering the
unruliness of the armies. But as soon as the danger from without
the empire had strengthened the self-consciousness of the soldiery
through the feeling that they were indispensable, as soon as they
had begun to desire a soldier for their emperor, there was no hope
left. For precisely those qualities which this hour demanded were
just those which Severus Alexander lacked, however well-meaning
1 Jarde, op. at. p. 82.                    2 See Volume of Plates v, 230, /.